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Message From the East 

 
 

The Sun rises in the East.  

I thank the Brethren for having the faith to electing me the Worshipful Master of Zephyr Lodge 

198 for the year 2023. My faith is in God and my goal is the success of this Lodge. I thank all the 

Officers for accepting the responsibility of taking care of our Lodge for another year. The line is 

STRONG and I am confident of another successful ensuing year. We have a lot on our plate and 

we will need strong teams of Brothers to get the job done. Unity and prosperity is my goal.  

 

I am very proud of our degree team. Worshipfuls Eric Horne and Jimmie Marko coached us to 

one of the BEST degrees I've seen in this or any other Lodge. And with their leadership in 

floorwork I am confident that we will continue to get better. With many new members and more 

looking to join our ranks I have continued faith in the continuity of our great Lodge. 
 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
Glenn Herman Guterman, W.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From The West 

 

 

Greetings Brothers, 

I hope this note finds everything well with you and yours. This month, I am departing from my usual approach 
to the trestle board, where I recap events from the previous month and announce those upcoming. Being 
quite honest, this began to feel like little more than a recycling of the last month’s article. Most, if not all 
reading this are already well aware of what occurred last month and of events on the near horizon. That said, 
here we go. The following is an editorial commentary and not necessarily the opinion of Zephyr 198. I will do 
my best to be brief and to the point….. 

Over the past few weeks, I have found myself pondering one of the most widely recognized mantras in 
Masonry- “Taking good men, making them better”.  Truly an exceptional notion and one I’m confident we all 
believe in. The question I’ve been asking myself and would suggest we all reflect upon is, If we do not carry 
lessons learned in lodge into our everyday lives, how much a better man is Masonry truly making us? I think 
most of us will agree that never in our lifetime has our country been more divided over so many issues- Race, 
religion, politics, to name just a few. As Masons, we “meet on the level”. Should this ideal exist only while we 
sit in lodge, amongst our brethren? What of our precept of fellowship and brotherly love? I suggest, if we 
were each to make a concentrated effort to take what we learn in lodge into our day to day life and strive to 
have a positive impact on even one person each day, we would be representing our beloved fraternity in the 
best of ways. In our present day world where thoughts and opinions can be shared with the multitude in a 
matter of seconds via social media, it’s my feeling that we should be mindful of our Masonic principals when 
making our thoughts public. This is not to suggest we cannot share our opinions, only that we are respectful of 
others positions when doing so. Just my opinion, I may be wrong…… 

On another subject- It has come to my attention that there has been some talk among the brethren about 
costs to the lodge for the building of our smoker and I wish to clear the air on this. Following, is a list of items 
donated to the project, by the members: 

• Tanks (2)- 350.00, donated by WPM Todd Horne, WPM Jimmie Marko and myself) 
• Concrete block and rebar, donated by Br. Chad Pope 
• Plate steel, expanded metal, 1 1/2” angle iron (approx. $350.00+), donated by WPM Tom Walden 

Items listed above are the high ticket items. I know there were various other contributions by brothers 
along the way. Reimbursement by the lodge for concrete and miscellaneous consumables (cutting wheels, 
etc.), is both recognized and appreciated.  

 

Until next time my Brothers……. 

Fraternally, 

 Br. Fred Maixner S.W. 

 

 

 



 

 

Message From the South 

 

Why do we call it a Blue Lodge? 

The Lodge you now attend is in reality the foundation of all Freemasonry.  There are several appendant bodies 

also associated with the Craft, but none is more important than the Lodge where each of us were entered, passed, 

and raised.  This is the place where all Masons begin their journey.  None of the other bodies associated or 

affiliated with Freemasonry would have any members without the each of them having received the three 

degrees first.  If you cease your membership in the Lodge, a person will lose membership in all of the appendant 

bodies until such time that whatever issue it may be is resolved.  As many have said, there is no higher degree than 

being a Master Mason and no higher title than that of Brother. 

 

So why do we call it the Blue Lodge?  The answer is as elusive as the origins of Freemasonry.  There is no definitive 

answer.  Researching Coil’s Masonic Encyclopedia provides several potential answers.   In ancient times, blue 

represented immortality, eternity, and fidelity.  The Holy Bible refers to blue as a symbol of goodness and 

immortality.  The Druids and ancient Egyptians used blue to represent their most important deities.  Christians 

during the Middle Ages used blue to represent perfection, hope, immortality, and fidelity.  In Hebrew, the word for 

blue when referring to spiritual matters is tekhelet and derives its meaning from a root word meaning perfection. 

Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry says that blue indicates there is further light to share and it is the 

appropriate color of the ancient degrees. 

January has proven to be a busy Masonic month.  All of the Lodges in our District have had their installations, with 

the exception of Nature Coast, which is February 2nd  and the degree work has begun.  Our own Lodge has 

completed the EA degree on our newest member and Brother Cecilio Calayag.  We welcome him with sincere 

Brotherly Love and Affection!  I congratulate our Brother Senior Warden, Fred Maixner, for presiding in the East 

for the degree and doing a wonderful job.  I also congratulate our Brother Senior Deacon, JT, for his work during 

the degree.  In my opinion, it was the best floor work that I’ve had the pleasure of observing since I moved here 

five years ago…and I’ve seen some good ones.  We have also had the pleasure of welcoming Brother David 

Mohanan on his transfer from his New York Lodge to ours.  Welcome, my Brother!  Let us provide our new 

Brothers with all the help each may need as they begin their Masonic journey with, as Past Master Tom Walden 

has said many times, the ‘Gem of the East.’ 

 

We need to get an early start on our Spring cleaning.  The room where we keep much of our equipment is in 

desperate need of a good cleaning!  We have discovered things…that are well past the last stage of usefulness.  We 

will schedule a day in March.  Please help if you can. 

I have been tasked with completing the Masonic education forms this year that Grand Lodge requires us to 

complete.  If you visit another Lodge, please let me know so I can record that information.  If you complete MLT, 

MM I, II, and III, or LOTC, please let me know. 
  

With Brotherly Love and Affection 

Fraternally, 

Rick Weil, J.W. 



 

From The Chaplain’s Corner 

 

Some folks we need to keep in our prayers this month 

Marge Schneck. Joyce McDuffie, Dawn Bartels, Luke Komonos, Tom Walden, Joe Keating 

The average Lodge Chaplain is normally the Junior Past Master, selected to sit at the Master's left 

to whisper wise counsel on administrative complexities that arise in the course of a 

communication. 

While he may or may not be a real-world Minister, Priest, Rabbi or Imam,... in the lodge, the 

Chaplain is responsible for non-denominational prayers at both the opening and closing of 

meetings, during degree ritual ceremonies and before meals. I am open to any brother who 

wishes me to add, in my mealtime prayer, a remembrance or special need, just let me know ahead 

of time or before Lodge meeting so that I can inform the Lodge of your concern. 

There are times when I do not know who needs prayers or assistance so your help will be very 

much appreciated. 

I earnestly keep praying for those Brothers who have chosen to ignore the Communications for 

several reasons. One is that I hope they are well and can travel and secondly is that I hope they 

understand how much we need them back in Lodge and to fill the sides. I know Communications 

can be very boring and I hope that this year we can incorporate a visiting speaker before Lodge 

meeting starts to bring in information about the community or special needs. Something to think 

about. 

WE NEED YOU BACK! 

Thanks for reading my little bit and God Bless you my BROTHERS. 

If you or a family member is needing prayers and support due to an illness, or if you know of a 

Brother in need, please let me know.  

My cell phone is 813 833 3704 

W, Cliff McDuffie  

Chaplain, PM, 32*  
 

 

 

 



 

 

February Birthdays and Raised Dates 

 

 BIRTHDAY        RAISED 

 

2/3         Fred A. Maixner Jr.             1-23-2020 

 

2/3         George A. Neukom Jr.        1/24/1963 

 

2/2          Howard J. Bell Sr.              2/3/1996 

 

2/13         David E.   Henry                2/20/1968 

 

2/19         James E. Davis                 2/23/1978 

 

2/21           James D..  Johnston        2/25/1984 

 

2/26           Robert C.  Benner           2/25/2010 

 

2/26          Joseph T.   Hinsz              2/28/1983 

 

 

PAST MASTERS 

 
2010 JAMES LITCHFORD 

2012 W. CLIFF McDUFFIE 

2013 WILLIAM "BILL" CLARK 

2014 ROBERT BENNER 

2015 DAVID BUDAI 

2016 MARCUS PRICE 

2017 EDWARD DAVIS II 

2018 DANIAL KROUSE          

2019 LUCAS KOMONS 

2020 EDWARD WILLOUGHBY III 

2021 THOMAS WALDEN JR. 

2022  ERIC T. HORNE  
 
IF YOUR ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER HAS CHANGED, PLEASE CALL AND LET ME KNOW 

 
 

Fraternally, 

Paul Weil, Secretary 


